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COUNCIL CHAMBERS, MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2012 AT 7:00 P.M.

The meeting was called to order in regular session by Acting Mayor Goebel with the following
members present:   Harrington, Peterson, Odom, Krings, Oatman, Goebel.  Absent:   Niemeyer,
Glen, Mayor Powers.  

Moved by Harrington, seconded by Krings that the Open Meetings Act is posted on the southeast
wall of the City Council Chambers and that prior to this meeting a notice was placed in the
Hastings Tribune on September 21, 2012, that notice was posted in three public places, that each
Councilmember and Mayor received a copy of the proposed agenda and that an agenda for such
meeting, kept continuously current, is available for public inspection and that said meeting is
held in open session.  Roll Call:   Ayes:  Harrington, Peterson, Odom, Krings, Oatman, Goebel. 
Nays:   None.  Absent:  Niemeyer, Glen.  The motion carried.

CITIZEN COMMUNICATIONS:   None.

MAYOR’S COMMUNICATIONS:   The Acting Mayor stated that Mayor Powers is in
Lincoln this evening, Councilman Glen is in Dallas, Texas and City Administrator Joe Patterson
is in Topeka, Kansas.

Moved by Harrington, seconded by Krings that the following items on the Consent Agenda be
approved:

1(a) Minutes of the Council Meeting of September 10, 2012.

2(a) Application of Richard Kohmetscher for a Special Designated License at the City
Auditorium on October 27, 2012.

4(a) Payroll for the period ending September 29, 2012, paid October 5, 2012.

4(b) Authorizing the City Clerk to issue checks against the various funds for payment of 
claims.  (Claims attached to and made a part of these minutes).

5(a) Department Monthly Reports received and placed on file.

Roll Call:   Ayes:   Harrington, Peterson, Odom, Krings, Oatman, Goebel.  Nays:   None. 
Absent:   Niemeyer, Glen.  The motion carried.

If there were no objections from the Council the Mayor would like to hold the public hearing on
amending the 2011-2012 budget at this time.  
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There were no objections.

At this time a public hearing was held to revise the 2011-2012 Annual Budget.

The Mayor stated the reason for opening the 2011-2012 Budget is because the City received a
grant during the current budget year and in order that those funds may be received and expended
by the City, they need to be placed in the budget.

Dave Rippe, Director of the Hastings Economic Development Corporation, appeared to speak in
favor of amending the 2011-2012 Annual Budget.  These Community Development Block Grant
funds were awarded to the City for the  Dutton Lainson project .  The City applied for these
funds last year to assist Dutton Lainson in their acquisition of Hastings Equity Grain Bin.  The
nature of the funds are Federal funds that are appropriated to States and then are awarded to
communities for economic development projects.  The funds actually pass through the City, then
come to the Hastings Economic Development Corporation and then are passed to the end
company, which in this case is Dutton Lainson.  Mr. Rippe stated the funds are passed through
after the company proves that they have expended the amount of funds that they have committed
to expending.  Last year these funds went from the Federal Government to the State, then to
Hastings, then to the Hastings Economic Development Corporation and finally to the Dutton
Lainson Company and have been expended.  Dutton Lainson is well on track with their project
and were in compliance reporting to the State.  The nature of this application timing wasn’t
exactly harmonious with the City Budget and so it was probably estimated what the grant was
going to be and it actually was different from what it ended up being.  

No one appeared to speak in opposition.

The City Clerk’s Office received no written objections.

There being no other persons wishing to speak, Mayor declared the hearing closed.

ORDINANCE NO. 4329

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND ORDINANCE NO. 4305 WHICH ADOPTED 
THE 2011-2012 BUDGET STATEMENT; TO PROVIDE AN ADDITIONAL
APPROPRIATION FOR THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT FUND; TO
PROVIDE AN EFFECTIVE DATE

Said Ordinance was read by title and thereafter Councilman Odom moved for passage of the
ordinance, which motion was seconded by Councilman Harrington.

Councilman Krings moved that the statutory rule requiring reading on three different days be
suspended; Councilman Peterson seconded the motion to suspend the rules and upon roll call

2



                                                                                                                                           9-24-2012

vote the following Councilmen voted YEA:   Harrington, Peterson, Odom, Krings, Oatman,
Goebel.  NAY:   None.  ABSENT:   Niemeyer, Glen.  The motion to suspend the rules was
adopted by three fourths vote of the Council and the statutory rule was declared suspended for
consideration of said Ordinance.

The Mayor then stated the question was “Shall Ordinance No. 4329 be passed and adopted?” 
Upon roll call vote the following Councilmen voted YEA:   Harrington, Peterson, Odom, Krings,
Oatman, Goebel.  NAYS:   None.  ABSENT:   Niemeyer, Glen.  The passage and adoption of
said ordinance having been concurred in by a majority of all members of the Council, the Mayor
declared the ordinance adopted and the Mayor signed and approved the ordinance and the City
Clerk attested the passage approval of the same and affixed her signature thereto.  Effective date
of the ordinance is September 28, 2012.  Published in the Hastings Tribune on September 28,
2012.

The Mayor declared a recess at 7:10 P.M..

Councilman Harrington left the meeting at 7:10 P.M.

The meeting reconvened at 7:12 P.M. with the following members present: Peterson, Odom,
Krings, Oatman, Goebel.  Absent:   Harrington, Niemeyer, Glen.

Moved by Peterson, seconded by Krings that the Mayor and Council sit as a Board of
Equalization.  Roll Call:   Ayes:   Peterson, Odom, Krings, Oatman, Goebel.  Nays:   None. 
Absent:   Harrington, Niemeyer, Glen.  The motion carried.

At this time a public hearing was held on the levying of assessments in the Business
Improvement District (BID).

Randy Chick, Director of the Business Improvement District, appeared to speak on behalf of
levying the assessments in the BID.  Mr. Chick thanked the Mayor and Council for 25 years of
support of the BID and appreciate your patience as we continue to try and revitalize our
downtown with over 120 properties.  It doesn’t happen overnight and about the time you get one
done there is another one that needs doing.  The ordinance that created the BID is a five year
term and we are in our fourth year.  Each year the Council sits as a Board of Equalization and
assess the properties within the district to fund the activities of the BID.  Basically the formula
for this is taking the valuation of real estate or property values within the district and dividing the
budget into that amount.  Mr. Chick stated we have approximately $21,000,000 in value in the
core area and we take our approximate $58,000 budget and divide our value into the budget and
come up with an annual rate for each property.  The estimated rate is about $2.37 per $1,000
dollar of value; if you have a building valued at $100,000, you pay about $237.00 a year in
assessments.
The Council has in their packet information and a copy of a letter that is sent to each property
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owner that identifies their property, tells them what their proposed assessment will be and then
there is some information on what the BID does and where the money goes.  Mr. Chick stated he
believes the Council did receive one letter of protest and he did meet with that property owner
last week and we tried to square around a few things.  First of all, in the letter he stated that his
property is split in half and in looking at the map, there might have been some confusion 
because the property to the north of him is also in the district, therefore, his full property is in the
district.  The letter also indicates that he had some parking issues that he wanted to talk about
and we will probably propose at one of our BID meetings that maybe that particular parking area
be expanded from 15 minute to a longer term allowing either the tenant and/or customers to park
in that stall; it is primarily used by patrons of the Post Office.  Mr. Chick stated we have one
more year let on the ordinance and if the BID Board decides to, they may come to the Council a
year and a half from now and ask to extend that ordinance again. 

No one appeared to speak in opposition.

The City Clerk advised that her office had received a letter from Alan Anderson (Westbrook
Village, Inc.) in opposition to his assessment at 400 West 3rd Street.  

The Mayor declared the hearing closed.

RESOLUTION NO. 2012-29

RESOLUTION MAKING ASSESSMENTS IN THE BUSINESS
IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT OF THE CITY OF HASTINGS, NEBRASKA

WHEREAS, notice has been published as provided by law, concerning the levy of special
assessments in the Downtown Business Improvement District in the Hastings Tribune on
August 31, 2012, September 7, 2012 and September 14, 2012.

WHEREAS, a hearing has been conducted as provided by law relative to the levy of
special  assessments in said District.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF HASTINGS, NEBRASKA, that after full consideration of the schedule of
assessments to be made for the cost of activities to be undertaken with the District, all as outlined
in Ordinance No. 4224, Section 6, and of the objections to the assessments shown in said
schedule filed by:

Alan Anderson, owner of property at 400 West 3rd Street

that said schedules be and the same are hereby corrected as follows:
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None

and after full consideration, appraisement and apportionment of the special benefits conferred
upon the property shown in said schedules, the Mayor and City Council find that said properties
are especially benefitted by said improvements in the amounts shown on said schedule, and that
the amounts are in proportion to the special benefits conferred upon the property by said im-
provements, and are not in excess of such benefits, or of the cost of the improvements; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that said schedule of assessments be and the same are
hereby approved as herein corrected; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that there be and there is hereby assessed and levied as a
special tax against and upon each of the lots, parts of lots and parcels of land liable to be
assessed for the cost of improvements located in the Business Improvement District as shown in
said schedules, the respective sum expressed in figures set opposite to each of the same as
corrected by this resolution, said assessments being levied against said lots, parts of lots and
parcels of ground on account of the activities to be undertaken as hereinbefore described; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that said assessments against said lots, parts of lots and
parcels of land are hereby declared to be in proportion to the special benefits conferred upon said
property by said improvements and not in excess of such benefits or of the cost of the
improvements; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that all special assessments above provided shall
become due in fifty (50) days after the date of the passage of this resolution and may be paid
within that time without any interest, but if not so paid, they shall become delinquent and bear
interest there-
after at the rate of fourteen percent (14%) per annum, and shall be collected in the usual manner
for the collection of taxes.

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a certified copy of said assessment schedule
be filed by the City Clerk with the City Treasurer and the Adams County Clerk of Adams
County as provided by law.

Moved by Krings, seconded by Peterson that Resolution No. 2012-29 be passed and approved. 

Councilman Odom stated Mr. Chick and the BID Board has done a great job over the years and
one of the reasons we have the kind of downtown that we have is because of the work that the
BID does.  Councilman Odom stated he certainly hopes that when it comes time for
reauthorization of the BID we will do that.  

Councilman Krings stated he pretty much echoes Councilman Odom’s sentiments.  Councilman
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Krings thanked Mr. Chick for all of his hard work as well as the BID and Community
Redevelopment Authority (CRA).  These two organizations have done tremendous things in this
community.  People aren’t always excited about the assessments, but doesn’t believe anybody in
this community would argue that what we have in our downtown district is pretty special.

Roll Call:   Ayes:   Peterson, Odom,  Krings, Oatman, Goebel.  Nays:   None.  Absent:  
Harrington, Niemeyer, Glen.  The motion carried.

Moved by Odom, seconded by Krings that the Mayor and Council adjourn as a Board of
Equalization.  Roll Call:   Ayes:   Peterson, Odom, Krings, Oatman, Goebel.  Nays:   None. 
Absent:   Harrington, Niemeyer, Glen.  The motion carried.

Moved by Peterson, seconded by Oatman that the Council approve the submission to NDEsQ
(Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality) for Storm Water Management Grant Funds
and that the Mayor be authorized to execute the application.  Roll Call:   Ayes:   Peterson, Odom,
Krings, Oatman, Goebel.  Nays:   None.  Absent:   Harrington, Niemeyer, Glen.  The motion
carried.

Moved by Peterson, seconded by Krings that the Mayor and Council approve three License
Agreements with Great Plains Communications, Inc. of 1600 Great Plains Centre, P. O. Box
500, Blair, NE 68808 for the annual payment of $580.80.  Roll Call:   Ayes:   Peterson, Odom,
Krings, Oatman, Goebel.  Nays:   None.  Absent:   Harrington, Niemeyer, Glen.  The motion
carried.

Moved by Odom, seconded by Peterson that the Council approve the Fair Housing item for
Tourism Development CDBG (Community Development Block Grant) and that the City of
Hastings affirmatively furthers Fair Housing by inviting the Housing Development Corporation
to hold a Fair Housing Workshop for the CRA (Community Redevelopment Authority). 

Randy Chick stated the CDBG Funds comes down from the Federal government through HUD
and so one of the criteria is that they are meeting fair housing standards, meeting the needs of
low to moderate income individuals.  In each CDBG grant that the Council does, they want you
to do something that is going to positively affect fair housing.  That might be an ad in the paper
or going to an elementary school to talk about fair housing; there is an extensive list about items
you can do and you have to do one of those for each CDBG grant application.  In this particular
case, the Housing Development Corporation is going to be coming to the Community
Redevelopment Authority and putting on a little Fair Housing Workshop.

Roll Call:   Ayes:   Peterson, Odom, Krings, Oatman, Goebel.  Nays:   None.  Absent:  
Harrington, Niemeyer, Glen.  The motion carried.

Moved by Oatman, seconded by Peterson that the Mayor and Council approve the selection of
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Alley-Poyner Macchietto Architecture to prepare the CDBG (Community Development Block
Grant) Downtown Revitalization Plan.  Roll Call:   Ayes:   Peterson, Odom, Krings, Oatman,
Goebel.  Nays:   None.  Absent:   Harrington, Niemeyer, Glen.  The motion carried.

RESOLUTION NO. 2012-32

WHEREAS, City of Hastings is continuing to develop a transportation project for
which it intends to obtain Federal funds;

WHEREAS, City of Hastings as a sub-recipient of Federal-Aid funding is charged with 
the responsibility of expending said finds in accordance with Federal, State and local laws, rules,
regulations, policies and guidelines applicable to the funding of the Federal-Aid project;

WHEREAS, City of Hastings and Kirkham Michael wish to enter into a Supplemental
Agreement for Engineering Services to provide Preliminary Engineering Services for the
Federal-Aid project.

BE IT RESOLVED by the City of Hastings that:

The Mayor is hereby authorized to sign the attached Supplemental Engineering Services
Agreement No. 1 between City of Hastings and Kirkham Michael.

NDOR Project Number:   STPAA-5516(7)

NDOR Control Number:   42292

NDOR Project Description:   12th Street - Elm Avenue to 6th Avenue.

Moved by Odom, seconded by Krings that Resolution No. 2012-32 be passed and approved. 

Councilman Krings stated it looks like we increased the scope of the contract and asked the City
Engineer to explain what is happening here.

Dave Wacker, City Engineer, stated this is a Federal aid project and there has been some
additional items that were not covered in the original scope of services that deal with hydraulic
analysis, culvert structural design, some additional utility coordination that has been required by 
the consultant that worked with our utility people and Hastings College has had some requests
that we are trying address with them.  The City Engineer stated there is a trail on the south side
and a sidewalk on the north side.  Some of the comments relative to the structural design is, as of
the 1st of June, the Highway Department no longer prepares standard box culvert plans and
before they always furnished that, but now it is up to the City or the consultant to come up with
those.  The City Engineer stated the City’s share on this project is 20%.
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Councilman Krings stated the last thing was the environmental and everyone thought that would
be a slam dunk, where are we at with that and is the project looking good yet.

The City Engineer stated the environmental document was finally received by us on the 3rd of
August.  The Utility Agreement for the underground power and the gas work was approved at
the last meeting in August, there was a deadline of September 1st to get that submitted.  We still
haven’t received the Notice to Proceed back from the Roads Department on that matter and we
will be checking on that in the next few days. The City Engineer stated that last Friday, he did
take the right-of-way documents into Lincoln.  We have received expression of donation for all
the right-of-way needs on the project from individuals in the neighborhood that are involved
which is a plus and keeps things moving.  They are now reviewing our Right-of-Way Contract
documents and we are hopeful that in the next couple of weeks  they will allow us to go ahead
and get the permanent easements approved by the parties involved.  We have a Corps Permit that
is outstanding yet that has to be processed.  As soon as this right-of-way issue and the Corps
Permit  get put together, we should be ready to advance to letting.  We are still anticipating a
spring construction period, in order to meet a December letting we have had to turn everything in
by the last day of August.  Right now, the earliest is a January or February lettering.   The City
Engineer stated we have seven Federal aid projects in some stage of the game, some are finishing
up like Lochland Road and some are just beginning.

The Mayor stated at one point in time there was some talk about a retaining wall something a
little more than just a box culvert for that bridge area, questioned if that is still in the works.

The City Engineer stated yes, it will actually be kind of a cascade effect, it will be kind of a stair
step down because of some of the hydraulic analysis that came about that will actually be very
appeasing.  The City Engineer stated in his office, if anyone is interested in looking at it, is kind
of a concept of some of the decorative material that is going to be used.  That was some of the
additional requests that Hastings College has made and also some of our commitment to the
project as far as aesthetics.  That again is some of the scope change that has evolved from the 
neighborhood , Hastings College, Council and Board of Public Works members.  We are close to
getting the selection of the decorative or ornamental type of lighting that we can present to the
Board of Public Works, Mayor and Council and Hastings College.

Councilman Odom stated the last we heard LED lighting would not be allowed, is it still that
way.

The City Engineer stated our specifications are calling for LED.

Councilman Odom stated at one time we talked about a resolution from the Council supporting
that, and asked the City Engineer if he still needed that.

The City Engineer stated at some time we may need that.
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Roll Call:   Ayes:    Peterson, Odom, Krings, Oatman, Goebel.  Nays:   None.  Absent:   
Harrington, Niemeyer, Glen.  The motion carried.

REPORTS OF LIAISONS: Councilman Goebel reported on the Board of Public Works.  There
will be a preliminary budget meeting at 3:00 P.M. on September 25, 2012; the Board will kind of
give information about and discuss what they want to see in the upcoming budget for Hastings
Utilities.  Hastings Utilities Budget Worksessions will be November 6th and 7th.  There is also a
regular Board of Public Works meeting on September 27th at 9:00 A.M.

Moved by Odom, seconded by Peterson there being no further business to come before the
Council the meeting adjourn at 7:30 P.M.  Roll Call:  Ayes:   Peterson, Odom, Krings, Oatman,
Goebel.  Nays:   None.  Absent:   Harrington, Niemeyer, Glen.  The motion carried.

APPROVED:

________________________________
                         Mayor

ATTEST:

_______________________________
                   City Clerk

( S E AL )
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