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 COUNCIL CHAMBERS, MONDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2012 AT 7:00 P.M.

The meeting was called to order in regular session by Mayor Powers with the following
members present:   Harrington, Peterson, Odom, Niemeyer, Glen, Krings, Oatman, Goebel. 
Absent:   None.

Moved by Harrington, seconded by Niemeyer that the Open Meetings Act is posted on the
southeast wall of the City Council Chambers and that prior to this meeting a notice was placed in
the Hastings Tribune on November 9, 2012, that notice was posted in three public places, that
each Councilmember and Mayor received a copy of the proposed agenda and that an agenda for
such meeting, kept continuously current, is available for public inspection and that said meeting
is held in open session.  Roll Call:   Ayes:   Harrington, Peterson, Odom, Niemeyer, Glen,
Krings, Oatman, Goebel.  Nays:   None.  The motion carried.

CITIZEN COMMUNICATIONS:   None.

MAYOR’S COMMUNICATIONS:   The Mayor read a proclamation proclaiming 
November 11 through November 17, 2012 as Nurse Practitioner Week.

Cathy Phillips, Psychiatric Nurse Practitioner, accepted the proclamation on behalf of nurse
practitioners.  Ms. Phillips thanked the Mayor and City Council on behalf of Nebraska nurse
practitioners and the almost 900 nurse practitioners statewide.  Nurse practitioners in the
Hastings area provide care in all specialties, including primary care, cardiology, women’s health,
respiratory and infectious diseases and psychiatry just to name a few.  Ms. Phillips stated we are
particularly effective in providing services in rural and under served areas such as our
community.  Nurse practitioners are part of the solution, we believe, for high quality, cost
effective health care in Nebraska and nation wide.  Mr. Phillips encouraged all young men to
consider nursing as a career.

The Mayor stated November 12 through November 18, 2012 is Hastings Community Foundation 
Week.  The Hastings Community Foundation enhances the quality of life in Hastings by
promoting the spirit of charitable giving and direct philanthropic resources from donors to many
of our local non-profits who are, in reality, the heart of our community.  The Hastings
Community Foundation has been instrumental and responsible for such community projects as
the Splash Playground at Lib’s Park, the Veteran’s Monument at Parkview Cemetery and the
Downtown Green Scape Park.  The Hastings Community Foundation is proud to invest in
projects, programs and people that will help ensure a wonderful future for Hastings.  As they
celebrate their 25th anniversary, they invite the citizens of Hastings to partner with them in
creating a lasting legacy for this wonderful community which so many of us call home.  The
Mayor stated the Foundation has a number of giving programs and we truly need the help they
provide.  The Splash Playground was probably one of the most beneficial programs and that
came from donations of our citizens.  If you want more information on the Hastings Community

1



                                                                                                                                         11-12-2012

Foundation, visit their website or call them.

The Mayor recognized Boy Scout Troop 99 of Blue Hill and Boy Scout Troop 207 of Hastings. 
These young men are working on their citizenship and community badges.  

Moved by Glen, seconded by Niemeyer that the following items on the Consent Agenda be
approved:

1(a) Minutes of the Council Meeting of October 22, 2012.

1(b) Minutes of the Worksession of October 16, 2012.

2(a) Application of Midtowne Mart LLC for a Special Designated License at the City
Auditorium on March 2, 2013.

4(a) Payroll for the period ending November 10, 2012, paid November 16, 2012.

4(b) Authorizing the City Clerk to issue checks against the various funds for payment of
claims.  (Claims attached to and made a part of these minutes).

4(c) Authorizing the City Clerk to issue checks against the various funds for payment of pre-
paid claims.  (Pre-paid claims included in list of claims).

5(a) Department Monthly Reports received and placed on file.

Roll Call:   Ayes:   Harrington, Peterson, Odom, Niemeyer, Glen, Krings, Oatman, Goebel. 
Nays:   None.  The motion carried.

Moved by Odom, seconded by Niemeyer that the Mayor and Council approve the Interlocal
Agreement with the Little Blue NRD and Upper Big Blue NRD on Aquifer Storage Restoration
(ASR) Water Study Funding.

The Mayor stated this will be a study on what our nitrate problem is and how to address it.  All
three entities will be going in on this together to determine what happens to the future of
Hastings.  

Marvin Schultes, Utilities Manager, stated this is an interlocal agreement for the funding for the
Aquifer Storage Restoration between the Little Blue, Upper Big Blue and the City of Hastings.
This is for the regional water quality that the Mayor spoke about; we are looking for a regional
solution, including the two NRD’s.

Councilman Odom stated Hastings Utilities has done a lot of work in studying our water table,
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water aquifer and everything we use water for.  It is amazing how much water we are currently
using and how little is used for potable water which is somewhere around 10% or 15%; we
aren’t using a lot of our water for potable or drinkable uses.  Councilman Odom stated we are
learning   a lot of data that other cities and other NRD’s may be able to use in the future and
hopefully that will be worthwhile for us and future groups.

Councilman Goebel stated a number of the things that Hastings Utilities is doing to get a better
source of good potable water for the City can be applied in lots of other cities.  This is not just a
Hastings problem, it isn’t that nitrates are coming only to Hastings and nowhere else.  When it is
in the water and it is above the 10 parts per million then it has to be taken out and that is
expensive.  If Hastings Utilities can find some way, and they have been working on a lot of
things, to make this more efficient rather than a full blown reverse osmosis treatment plant, it
will not only be good for Hastings, but for lots of other cities.

Vote on the motion.  Roll Call:   Ayes:   Harrington, Peterson, Odom, Niemeyer, Glen, Krings, 
Oatman, Goebel.  Nays:   None.  The motion carried.

ORDINANCE NO. 4330

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF HASTINGS, REPEALING HASTINGS
CITY CODE SECTION 25-114 REGARDING ESTABLISHMENT OF GRADES;
PROVIDING FOR REPEAL OF INCONSISTENT PROVISIONS; PROVIDING
FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND REPEALING ANY ORDINANCE OR
OTHER PROVISIONS IN CONFLICT HEREWITH

Said Ordinance was read by title and thereafter Councilman Harrington moved for passage of the
ordinance, which motion was seconded by Councilman Niemeyer. 

Councilman Glen moved that the statutory rule requiring reading on three different days be sus-
pended; Councilman Krings seconded the motion to suspend the rules and upon roll call vote the
following Councilman voted YEA:   Harrington, Peterson, Odom, Niemeyer, Glen, Krings,
Oatman, Goebel.  NAY:   None.  The motion to suspend the rules was adopted by three fourths
vote of the Council and the statutory rule was declared suspended for consideration of said
Ordinance.

The Mayor then stated the question was “Shall Ordinance No. 4330 be passed and adopted?” 
Upon roll call vote the following Councilmen voted YEA:   Harrington, Peterson, Odom,
Niemeyer, Glen, Krings, Oatman, Goebel.  NAY:   None.  The passage and adoption of said
ordinance having been concurred in by a majority of all members of the Council, the Mayor
declared the ordinance adopted and the Mayor signed and approved the ordinance and the City
Clerk attested the passage approval of the same and affixed her signature thereto.  Effective date
of the ordinance is November 28, 2012.
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RESOLUTION NO. 2012-34. . .Removing property from currently designated County
Industrial Area.  (Resolution attached to and made a part of these minutes).

Moved by Krings, seconded by Oatman that Resolution No. 2012-34 be passed and approved.

Dave Rippe, Executive Director of the Hastings Economic Development Corporation, stated this
property is located in the northeast corner of Showboat Boulevard and Highway 6 and represents
the first 11 acres of the property west to east.  Essentially, in order to take this property out of the
County Industrial area, the City Council must approve it even though it isn’t in the City limits,
but it is within the two mile zoning jurisdiction of the City.  The County will actually re-
move the property from the County Industrial Area which will allow future development activity
at this site.  Not all activities that are allowed within Heavy Industrial zoned areas are allowed
within a county industrial area according to State Statutes.  

Vote on the motion.  Roll Call:   Ayes:   Harrington, Peterson, Odom, Niemeyer, Glen, Krings,
Oatman, Goebel.  Nays:   None.  The motion carried.

Moved by Goebel, seconded by Odom that the following appointments made by the Mayor be
approved:

Tree Board: 

   Appoint Liz Halsted to replace David Wicker, term to expire 11/15/2014.
   Reappoint Camille Farrell, term to expire 11/15/2015

Library Board: 

   Reappoint Faye Friesen, term to expire 7/1/2014

Business Improvement District Board: 

   Appoint Andrew Vrbas, term to expire 11/10/2015
               Reappoint Eldon Orthman, term to expire 11/10/2015.

   Reappoint Tony Harmon, term to expire 11/10/2015

Board of Appeals:  

   Reappoint Heath Lemke, term to expire 11/1/2017
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Community Redevelopment Authority:  

   Reappoint Dick Hysell, term to expire 11/1/2017

Roll Call:   Ayes:   Harrington, Peterson, Odom, Niemeyer, Glen, Krings, Oatman, Goebel. 
Nays:   None.  The motion carried.

REPORTS OF LIAISONS”   Councilman Goebel reported on the Board of Public Works. 
There were budget worksessions on November 6th and 7th and at that time they did come up with
a proposed budget.  They will meet in regular session on November 15th to finalize the budget. 
The Mayor and Council will be receiving copies of the budget and we will meet in a joint
Worksession on November 20th at 7:00 P.M. at the Hastings Utilities Board Room.  The budget
for Hastings Utilities will come before the Council for approval at the November 26, 2012
Council Meeting.

The Mayor stated he was happy with the voter turn out we had in Hastings.  The Mayor stated
Emilio Llanes ran against the Mayor this past election and the Mayor thanked him for running. 
Mr. Llanes cares about this city and he wants to help this city run.  The Mayor stated he and he
believes no Councilman is against someone running against them.  We wish more people would
run, you get the best by having other viewpoints.

Councilman Goebel stated he was visiting with someone the other day about the elections and
they made a comment about no one running against the Council people and thought that was a
compliment to the Council.  Councilman Goebel stated he didn’t it see that way because you
don’t know if it is a compliment that we are doing things right or if they think we are doing
things so wrong they don’t want to get involved.  The Mayor is absolutely correct in that we
need more involvement and it helps in an election when there are choices.

Moved by Niemeyer, seconded by Glen there being no further business to come before the
Council, the meeting adjourn at 7:25 P.M.  Roll Call:   Ayes:   Harrington, Peterson, Odom,
Niemeyer, Glen, Krings, Oatman, Goebel.  Nays:   None.  The motion carried.

APPROVED:

_________________________________
            Mayor

5



                                                                                                                                         11-12-2012

ATTEST:

_______________________________
                     City Clerk

( S E A L )
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