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  COUNCIL CHAMBERS, MONDAY, JANUARY 28, 2013 AT 7:00 P.M.

The meeting was called to order in regular session  by Acting Mayor Glen with the following
members present:   Harrington, Peterson, Odom, Niemeyer, Glen, Krings, Oatman, Goebel. 
Absent:   Mayor Powers.

Moved by Niemeyer, seconded by Odom that the Open Meetings Act is posted on the southeast
wall of the City Council Chambers and that prior to this meeting a notice was placed in the
Hastings Tribune on January 25, 2013, that notice was posted in three public places, that each
Councilmember and Mayor received a copy of the proposed agenda and that an agenda for such
meeting, kept continuously current, is available for public inspection and that said meeting is
held in open session.  Roll Call:   Ayes:   Harrington, Peterson, Odom, Niemeyer, Glen, Krings,
Oatman, Goebel.  Nays:   None.  The motion carried.

CITIZEN COMMUNICATIONS:   None.

MAYOR’S COMMUNICATIONS:   Dave Rippe, Executive Director of the Hastings
Economic Development Corporation (HEDC), gave the semi-annual report on the community
incentive program administered by HEDC and Hastings Utilities.  In 2012, the Board of Public
Works approved two applications for business expansion projects.  The first was for $600,000 to
Thermo King in January of 2012 to retain 220 existing full time permanent employees and add
96 full time permanent employees.  As of the end of 2012, Thermo King was at 330 full time
permanent employees with a number of temporaries as well, well exceeding the benchmarks that
were required of them under this agreement.  The second project was approved for Drake Tool &
Design in February of 2012.  That agreement was for $12,000 to retain three full time
employees, add two full time permanent employees and two part-time employees, as well as a
level of capital investment.  Drake Tool & Design is right on track with their agreement and it
has been a great deal for that company because it has allowed them to add a couple of other
pieces of machinery and continue to grow, work from our power plant.  They are able to go up
there now on various projects and some other things locally that we are shipping out of the
region whereas before they were only able to stay in town.  Mr. Rippe stated we continue to
market the program to local companies here for expansion projects and we continue to use it as a
recruitment tool.  In 2012 we made it quite a ways down the line on a couple of very large
projects and knows that having these funds in place helped.  We were one of five final locations
for a couple of major projects, but they just didn’t pan out.  This program has helped Hastings to
compete really well with other Nebraska communities and it has helped keep the State in on a
couple of projects as well.  

REPORTS OF LIAISON:   Councilman Goebel reported on the January 17, 2013 Board of
Public Works Meeting.  Jeff Kully was sworn in as a member of the Board replacing George
Anderson and Chuck Shoemaker is the new Chairman of the Board of Public Works.  Mr. Kully
was liaison to the Board of Public Works when he was on the City Council.  The Board of Public
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Works revised and passed the Hastings Area Chamber of Commerce Agreement.  It is $30,000 
this year to fund some Chamber of Commerce projects designed to promote economic
development in the Hastings Area and that is made possible by State Statutes 13-315.  There was
discussion on collection agencies and a review of the Hastings Utilities Collection Policy and
Deposit Policy.  They have a good system set up and it allows someone to come into Hastings
and get their utilities connected, it isn’t a stumbling block, it is something that works easily. 
Hastings Utilities is working on preparing a map, at Board Member Hunt’s request, to show all
property owned by the City and Hastings Utilities.  There was an update of the power plant
activities and it was reported that WEC 1 was out for a time to repair a high pressure steam
valve, but it is now back on line.  The next meeting will be January 31st at 9:00 A.M. and he
noticed on the agenda that there was a work order for the underground three phase electric line
and pad mount transformer to service the new lighting at Duncan Field.

Councilman Krings stated Leadership Hastings is a stand alone organization with its own Board
of Directors, but it serves as a partner with our local Chamber of Commerce.  A few years back,
some people involved with Leadership Hastings felt it important to recognize leaders that either
live in, work in, are born in, or in some way contribute or has contributed to the betterment of
our State so they created The Tom Osborne Leadership Award.  Last Wednesday there was a
Leadership Seminar and throughout that day there was an opportunity for individuals in the
community to go to the seminar and listen to different speakers talk about leadership.  It was 
capped off with Coach John Cook who has coached a national championship team with the 
University of Nebraska Volleyball program talking about leadership, as well as a question and
answer period with this year’s award winner of the Tom Osborne Leadership Award, Clayton
Anderson.  Mr. Anderson is well known for being an astronaut for NASA, he is from Ashland,
Nebraska and a graduate of Hastings College.  A couple of years ago they also created more of a
local award called the Ron Sanders Service Award and this year the award went to Brent
Schirmer.  

Councilman Niemeyer stated at the last Council Meeting Mayor Powers gave a challenge to the
Council and to the general public to find the positive things in Hastings and to highlight those. 
Councilman Niemeyer stated he wanted to highlight a couple of individuals that Hastings is very
fortunate to have.  The first is Dave Rippe, Executive Director of HEDC.  Mr. Rippe this evening
gave a semi annual report and it is important that he gives that because it gives the general public
an idea of the hard work that is going on everyday to help grow our community and to promote
our community.  The other person he wanted to recognize is Kaleena Fong, Executive Director
of the Adams County Convention & Visitor’s Bureau.  Mrs. Fong works very hard in promoting
Hastings and the many things Hastings has to offer.

Councilman Odom stated the Hastings Area Chamber of Commerce receives money every year
for hopefully more retail related business.  In the new contract coming up, it will state that they
give a report in November, but they have been using some dollars for three or four years through
that same board and he would like to request that the Chamber of Commerce come to a February
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meeting and give a similar presentation.  The public needs to understand what we have going on
and the things they are trying to do with the small amount of dollars they have to recruit.

Moved by Odom, seconded by Krings that the following items on the Consent Agenda be
approved:

1(a) Minutes of the Council Meeting of January 14, 2013.

2(a) Application of Midtowne Mart LLC for a Special Designated License at the City
Auditorium on June 15, 2013.

4(a) Payroll for the period ending February 2, 2013, paid February 8, 2013.

4(b) Authorizing the City Clerk to issue checks against the various funds for payment of
claims.  (Claims attached to and made a part of these minutes).

Roll Call:   Ayes:   Harrington, Peterson, Odom, Niemeyer, Glen, Krings, Oatman, Goebel. 
Nays:   None.  The motion carried.

Moved by Krings, seconded by Harrington that the Mayor and Council approve the application
of Consolidated Concrete to increase the permitted fence height at 2000 North Baltimore Avenue
to
9 feet.  Roll Call:   Ayes:   Harrington, Peterson, Odom, Niemeyer, Glen, Krings, Oatman,
Goebel.  Nays:   None.  The motion carried.

Moved by Goebel, seconded by Niemeyer that the Mayor and Council approve the contract
between the City of Hastings and Heartland Pet Connection to operate an animal shelter and to
receive and care for animals impounded pursuant to Chapter 10 of the Hastings City Code.

Joe Patterson, City Administrator, stated the previous ten year agreement expires this month and
the agreement the Council is considering tonight is also a ten year agreement.  The two changes
to this agreement from the previous agreement is we bumped the contribution from the City from
$50,000 to $52,000 and also the original agreement had a clause that said the City would main-
tain an animal shelter in addition to the shelter at Heartland and since that shelter has been torn
down we did remove that provision from this Agreement.

Councilman Krings stated Heartland Pet Connection is an organization that works very hard for
us, not only the staff, but also the volunteers they have.  Councilman Krings thanked everyone
who is involved with that organization.

Vote on the motion.  Roll Call:   Ayes:   Harrington, Peterson, Odom, Niemeyer, Glen, Krings,
Oatman, Goebel.  Nays:   None.  The motion carried.
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Moved by Odom, seconded by Harrington that the Mayor and Council approve the Fair Action
Item for CDBG Comprehensive Revitalization Strategy.

Randy Chick, Director of the Business Improvement District (BID), stated that as part of the
strategic planning process, we received a Community Development Block Grant in the amount
of $30,000 which we had to match locally.  One of the action items that is required by the
Federal Government and the State of Nebraska is for the Council to approve the Fair Action Item
to make sure that we are doing the right things with their money.

Councilman Odom stated it is important that people in the community understand that this is just
part of what he understands to be a long range plan by the BID and CRA.  It really will improve 
the very viable downtown that we have right now.  We probably have one of the more viable
downtown communities in out state Nebraska.  There are a number of places where cities our
size are working real hard to revitalize their downtown.  While people hear us approve these and
we generally approve them kind of quickly, it does help us to get a lot of good planning done and
do a good long term design for our downtown community.

Mr. Chick stated at the end of this strategic planning process which should be mid February or
early March, we will be presenting this strategic plan to the Mayor and Council for review and
approval.  The second phase of the CDBG Downtown Revitalization Funding is where they have
set aside $350,000 in Community Development Block Grant Funds which we will have to match
locally with $117,000 and we will then be trying to do several strategic or catalyst projects that
will come out of that planning process.  We hope to get some big bang for our dollars and
hopefully get a couple of private projects and a couple of public projects.  

Vote on the motion.  Roll Call:   Ayes:   Harrington, Peterson, Odom, Niemeyer, Glen, Krings,
Oatman, Goebel.  Nays:   None.  The motion carried.

RESOLUTION NO. 2013-2. . .Setting February 26, 2013 at 7:00 P.M. in the City Council
Chambers as the date of hearing regarding the incremental annexation of the 4th 20% of Central
Logistics into the corporate limits of the City of Hastings.  (Resolution attached to and made a
part of these minutes).

Moved by Odom, seconded by Niemeyer that Resolution No. 2013-2 be passed and approved. 
Roll Call:   Ayes:   Harrington, Peterson, Odom, Niemeyer, Glen, Krings, Oatman, Goebel. 
Nays:   None.  The motion carried.

RESOLUTION NO. 2013-3. . .Setting February 26, 2013 at 7:00 P.M. in the City Council
Chambers as the date of hearing regarding the incremental annexation of the 2nd 20% of
Centennial Plastics into the corporate limits of the City of Hastings.  (Resolution attached to and
made a part of these minutes).
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Moved by Harrington, seconded by Krings that Resolution No. 2013-3 be passed and approved. 
Roll Call:   Ayes:   Harrington, Peterson, Odom, Niemeyer, Glen, Krings, Oatman, Goebel. 
Nays:   None.  The motion carried.

RESOLUTION NO. 2014-4. . . .Setting February 26, 2013 at 7:00 P.M. in the City Council
Chambers as the date of hearing regarding the incremental annexation of the 1st 20% of PMP
LLC into the corporate limits of the City of Hastings.  (Resolution attached to and made a part
of these minutes).

Moved by Goebel, seconded by Odom that Resolution No. 2013-4 be passed and approved.  Roll
Call:   Ayes:   Harrington, Peterson, Odom, Niemeyer, Glen, Krings, Oatman, Goebel.  Nays:  
None.  The motion carried.

ORDINANCE NO. 4335

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF HASTINGS, NEBRASKA, AMENDING
HASTINGS CITY CODE SECTION 8-107 PERTAINING TO CONSUMPTION
OF ALCOHOL ON PUBLIC PROPERTY; ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE
DATE; AND REPEALING ANY ORDINANCES OR OTHER PROVISIONS IN
CONFLICT HEREWITH (Allowing alcohol in the park just east of the City
Auditorium with a Special Designated License)

Said Ordinance was read by title and thereafter Councilman Niemeyer moved for passage of the
ordinance, which motion was seconded by Councilman Krings.

Councilman Niemeyer stated every few months we get something like this, we add another park
or another event.  In looking over the list of parks and public venues where alcohol is allowed
with a Special Designated License, aren’t we getting to a point where maybe we can just
designate alcohol in all parks with a Special Designated License instead of every few months or
so someone is adding another park.  

Councilman Goebel stated in regard to Councilman Niemeyer’s comment, we could run into
some problems and I know it isn’t included in the ordinance, but it requires fencing, entrance and
exit control, etc.  That is very feasible in Central Park and believes it is feasible also to the east
of the City Auditorium and Hastings Museum, but doesn’t see that it would be at someplace like
Rader Park.

The City Administrator stated at a Worksession Mr. Chick proposed that we look at allowing
alcohol at Auditorium Park as part of one particular function which is “Do The Brew”.  We
would have to follow statutes which is double fencing to accommodate that and that is what is
before the Council tonight.  The question Councilman Niemeyer brings up is a much broader
question, probably a much more in depth question and community issue.  The City Administrator
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stated he didn’t think you would find staff recommending that you just carte blanche license our
public parks for that.  We look at these pretty critically and we look at control and impact on a
variety of people and have really found that there are probably more positives to this request than
negatives, but doesn’t believe you would find staff recommending that we license all of
Brickyard Park or all of Chautauqua Park.  You may want to consider these issues as they come
up, on a case by case basis.  The City Administrator stated he hasn’t visited with the Parks &
Recreation Director about this, but believes the whole Council would have to weigh in on that
issue.

Councilman Krings stated the thought process is that we still have to have a Special Designated
License, we aren’t necessarily giving permission.  We may be allowing it to happen should an
organization or an event warrant it in a way that staff and the Council feels it is appropriate.  

The City Administrator stated if you look at the facilities where we currently allow alcohol, it is
on a case by case basis and it is reviewed by staff, including Police staff and then those come to
the Council for consideration.  

Councilman Niemeyer stated he wasn’t advocating that we just allow open containers in all
public parks and at all public facilities, was just thinking that at some point in time, because we
have so many of these scattered about, that  it maybe appropriate, and obviously through some
discussion, that through a Special Designated License an entity that is approved and provides
appropriate security measures and everything that goes with it that there couldn’t be any place to 
potentially do something like this.

Councilman Odom stated if you look at the places where we do allow alcohol, he believes the
discussion would be fine at some point, but maybe that is a worksession discussion or retreat
activity.  Councilman Odom stated Auditorium Park is a little bit different and one of our
citizens has come up with a wonderful idea for Auditorium Park.  We could fence in the area and
have it available for parties, weddings, etc.  Councilman Odom stated he believes this area could
be used as part of an alcohol area with the City Auditorium rental, doesn’t believe it is something
we should rent by itself.  Councilman Odom stated maybe from private donations a proper fence
with proper controls could be a possibility.  The only large park where alcohol is used is at
Brickyard Park during Cottonwood Prairie Festival only.

Councilman Goebel stated he understands the Cottonwood Prairie Festival will not be at
Brickyard Park, and questioned if we needed to address that in this ordinance.

The City Administrator stated he wouldn’t change that just yet, Cottonwood is looking at a Fall
date in the downtown area.  They are looking to use the City Parking Lot and change the look of
Cottonwood and use Auditorium Park for entertainment and they haven’t yet decided if they
would come and ask the City for a Special Designated License for alcohol consumption.  In fact,
believes they may be leaning toward not having any alcohol because of the youth that would be
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associated with the event.  The Auditorium is booked for Cottonwood so if the weather is bad, it
may be an indoor festival as opposed as to an outdoor festival.  The Special Designated License
for Cottonwood at Brickyard Park was for wine tasting only, no liquor or beer was served.

Councilman Krings moved that the statutory rule requiring reading on three different days be
suspended; Councilman Harrington seconded the motion to suspend the rules and upon roll call
vote the following Councilmen voted YEA:   Harrington, Peterson, Odom, Niemeyer, Glen,
Krings, Oatman, Goebel.  NAY:   None.  The motion to suspend the rules was adopted by three
fourths vote of the Council and the statutory rule was declared suspended for consideration of
said Ordinance.

The Mayor then stated the question was “Shall Ordinance No. 4335 be passed and adopted?” 
Upon roll call vote the following Councilmen voted YEA:   Harrington, Peterson, Odom,
Niemeyer, Glen, Krings, Oatman, Goebel.  NAY:   None.  The passage and adoption of said
ordinance having been concurred in by a majority of all members of the Council, the Mayor
declared the ordinance adopted and the Mayor signed and approved the ordinance and the City
Clerk attested the passage approval of the same and affixed her signature thereto.  Effective date
of the ordinance is February 13, 2013.

The Mayor recognized Boy Scout Troop 192 associated with the United Methodist Church, they
were at the meeting earning their citizenship badge.

Moved by Odom, seconded by Niemeyer there being no further business to come before the
Council, the meeting adjourn at 7:33 P.M.  Roll Call:   Ayes:   Harrington, Peterson, Odom,
Niemeyer, Glen, Krings, Oatman, Goebel.  Nays:   None.  The motion carried.

APPROVED:

_______________________________
                     Mayor

ATTEST:

________________________________
                   City Clerk

( S E A L )
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