
COUNCIL CHAMBERS, MONDAY, MARCH 11, 2013 AT 7:00 P.M.

The meeting was called to order in regular session by Mayor Powers with the following
members
present:   Harrington, Peterson, Odom, Niemeyer, Glen, Krings, Goebel.  Absent:   Oatman.

Moved by Niemeyer, seconded by Harrington that the Open Meetings Act is posted on the south-
east wall of the City Council Chambers and that prior to this meeting a notice was placed in the
Hastings Tribune on March 8, 2013, that notice was posted in three public places, that each
Councilmember and Mayor received a copy of the proposed agenda and that an agenda for such 
meeting, kept continuously current, is available for public inspection and that said meeting is
held in open session.  Roll Call:   Ayes:   Harrington, Peterson, Odom, Niemeyer, Glen, Krings, 
Goebel.  Nays:   None.  Absent:   Oatman.  The motion carried.

CITIZEN COMMUNICATIONS:   Dan Rutt, Director of Horizon Recovery and Counseling
Center, invited the Mayor and Council to a fund raiser on March 22nd.  This fund raiser is to help
youths who are struggling with substance abuse and the funds raised will help those juveniles.  

REPORTS OF LIAISONS:   Councilman Goebel reported on the February 28th Board of Public
Works Meeting.  There was a committee appointed a while back to study collection and deposit
procedures to see if there were any changes that might need to be made or that they may want to
make.  After a thorough study of the system, it was decided to keep it the same.  The Low NOx
burner testing that was going on at WEC 1 has been completed.  There is work being done on a
Memorandum of Understanding in reference to how expenses are allocated when equipment that
is owned by Hastings Utilities is used for PPGA needs or if equipment owned by PPGA is used
by Hastings Utilities.  The next regular Board of Public Works meeting is March 14th at 9:00
A.M.  On March 21, 2013 at 9:00 A.M. in the Council Chambers, HDR Engineering is going to
be giving a presentation about the extensive study that has been done on the nitrate pollution and
other contaminants in the groundwater we use.  This will basically be an informational meeting,
but it is an important meeting.

Councilman Krings reminded everyone of the Whoopers and Hoopers Basketball Tournament
this weekend in Hastings.  This is an amazing event and it takes a lot of people to pull this off. 
The Hastings Area Chamber of Commerce heads the event, mainly Mikki Shafer who is the
Tournament Coordinator with a large committee of volunteers.  

The Mayor reminded people of “Do The Brew” on April 27th; tickets are on sale now for that
event.  

MAYOR’S COMMUNICATIONS:   The Mayor recognized Connie Hartman for 40 years of
service in the City Clerk’s Office, Kathy Eley for 35 years of service at the Police Department,
Courtney Drake for 35 years of service with the Parks Department and Dan Shea for 20 years of
service with the Street Department.
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Moved by Harrington, seconded by Niemeyer that the following items on the Consent Agenda be
approved:

1(a) Minutes of the Council Meeting of February 26, 2013.

1(b) Minutes of the Worksession of February 19, 2013.

1(c) Minutes of the Council Annual Retreat of February 17, 2013.

2(a) Application of Murphy’s Wagon Wheel, Inc. for a Special Designated License at the 
Adams County Fairgrounds on April 6, 2013.

4(a) Payroll for the period ending March 16, 2013, paid March 22, 2013.

4(b) Authorizing the City Clerk to issue checks against the various funds for payment of 
claims.  (Claims attached to and made a part of these minutes).

4(c) Authorizing the City Clerk to issue checks against the various funds for payment of pre-
paid claims.  (Pre-paid claims included in list of attached claims).

5(a) Department Monthly Reports received and placed on file.

Roll Call:   Ayes:   Harrington, Peterson, Odom, Niemeyer, Glen, Krings, Goebel.  Nays:   None.
Absent:   Oatman.  The motion carried.

At this time a public hearing was held on the request of Wendell Starr on behalf of Star Seed
Farms, Inc. to rezone proposed Starr Subdivision from A Agriculture to R-1S Single Family
Suburban Acreage Residential District.

Les Seiler, Attorney representing Star Seed Farms, appeared to speak on behalf of the applica-
tion.  Mr. Seiler stated J.C. and Mary Starr want to make some improvements to the home and to
the lot site to have a garage built on.  

No one appeared to speak in opposition.  

The City Clerk advised that her office had received no written objections.

The Mayor stated this isn’t rezoning the property behind Quail Ridge, this is J.C. Starr’s house
on Lochland Road.  

There being no other persons wishing to speak, the Mayor declared the hearing closed.

ORDINANCE NO. 4341

2



AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF HASTINGS, NEBRASKA, FOR THE
PURPOSE OF AMENDING THE ZONING DISTRICT MAP AS DESIG-
NATED AND DESCRIBED IN SECTION 34-105 OF THE HASTINGS CITY
CODE; TO REDESIGNATE THE DISTRICT CLASSIFICATION AFFECT-
ING THE PROPERTY DESCRIBED IN SECTION ONE OF THIS ORDI-
NANCE; AND TO REVISE THE ORIGINAL DESIGNATIONS (Rezoning
Starr Subdivision from A Agriculture to R-1S Single Family Suburban Acreage
Residential District)

Said Ordinance was read by title and thereafter Councilman Odom moved for passage of the
ordinance, which motion was seconded by Councilman Niemeyer.

Councilman Odom moved that the statutory rule requiring reading on three different days be
suspended; Councilman Glen seconded the motion to suspend the rules and upon roll call vote
the following Councilmen voted YEA:   Harrington, Peterson, Odom, Niemeyer, Glen, Krings,
Goebel.  NAY:   None.  ABSENT:   Oatman.  The motion to suspend the rules was adopted by
three fourths vote of the Council and the statutory rule was declared suspended for consideration
of said Ordinance.

The Mayor then stated the question was “Shall Ordinance No. 4341 be passed and adopted?” 
Upon roll call vote the following Councilmen voted YEA:   Harrington, Peterson, Odom,
Niemeyer, Glen, Krings, Goebel.  NAY:   None.  ABSENT:   Oatman.  The passage and
adoption of said ordinance having been concurred in by a majority of all members of the
Council, the Mayor declared the ordinance adopted and the Mayor signed and approved the
ordinance and the City Clerk attested the passage approval of the same and affixed her signature
thereto.  Effective date of the ordinance is March 27, 2013.

Moved by Harrington, seconded by Glen that the Mayor and Council approve the Preliminary/
Final Plat of proposed Starr Subdivision.  Roll Call:   Ayes:   Harrington, Peterson, Odom,
Niemeyer, Glen, Krings, Goebel.  Nays:   None.  Absent:   Oatman.  The motion carried.

At this time a public hearing was held on amending Chapter 34 of the Hastings City Code by
adding a new zoning district to be known as AHD Adams/Hastings Joint Use District.

No one appeared to speak in favor.

No one appeared to speak in opposition.

The City Clerk advised that her office had received no written objections.

The Mayor declared the hearing closed.

ORDINANCE NO. 4342
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AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF HASTINGS, NEBRASKA, AMENDING
HASTINGS CITY CODE CHAPTER 34; ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE
DATE AND REPEALING ANY ORDINANCES OR OTHER PROVISIONS
IN CONFLICT HEREWITH (Adding AHD Adams/Hastings Joint Use District)

Said Ordinance was read by title and thereafter Councilman Glen moved for passage of the
ordinance, which motion was seconded by Councilman Goebel.

Councilman Niemeyer moved that the statutory rule requiring reading on three different days be
suspended; Councilman Odom seconded the motion to suspend the rules and upon roll call vote
the following Councilmen voted YEA:   Harrington, Peterson, Odom, Niemeyer, Glen, Krings,
Goebel.  NAY:   None.  ABSENT:   Oatman.  The motion to suspend the rules was adopted by
three fourths vote of the Council and the statutory rule was declared suspended for consideration
of said Ordinance.

Rich Cartier, City Planner, stated the AdHoc Committee has been discussing mainly the North
Highway 281 corridor which is about one-half mile on each side of Highway 281 up to the
Adams County line.  We want to try and preserve the character of Hastings on the north because
that is the primary entrance into town.  There will be a set of guidelines that will be used to
maintain Hastings in a good light without any heavy industrial uses or too intense commercial
uses.  The primary issue was when the City takes over, as we annex these properties, that we
don’t end up with a lot of property that is grand fathered because the Code the County uses is
more lenient than ours.  We thought that a common zoning district would have the exact same
setbacks, exact same designs and exact same standards on the property so that as we transition,
everything up there is already to City Code.  Mr. Cartier stated the Adams County Board of
Supervisors approved this at their meeting held last week.

Councilman Goebel questioned the construction that has already been done up there, is most of it
somewhat in line with the restrictions for this new zoning district.

Mr. Cartier stated everything that is up there right now, with one or two exceptions, would
already meet the guidelines so it will not really cause any problems to the current property
owners, it will just help as growth occurs up there.  There are no building codes in the County so
this will be in line with where the City wants to go on this.

Councilman Odom stated as he looks at the list of things that are allowed, it seems like just about
everything would fit under our codes today, but his understanding is that both commissions are
trying to make sure that the rules we have in place right now apply to this one-half mile wide
area to the Adams County line.

Mr. Cartier stated he didn’t know that it is in line with out City Code, it will be in line with this
new district.

Councilman Odom questioned whose building codes will apply to this new district, will it be the
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current City Building Code or the current County Building Code.

Mr. Cartier stated there is no County Building Code, you don’t have to have a building inspected
in the County, only at the State level.

Councilman Odom stated if we are approving this, he is assuming somewhere, if you have a
zoning district, you are going to have to have a set of codes that follow that district, isn’t that
correct.

Mr. Cartier stated yes as far as zoning goes, but not as far as building goes because you can’t
instill building codes on an area that doesn’t have any building codes.  

Joe Patterson, City Administrator, stated this really has to do with land use, not building codes.  
The City has a two mile jurisdiction where our building codes extend, but this is the type of
development you want along that corridor and the building codes are a separate issue.  The idea
behind this is that the type of business or type of land use you would see as you go north would
be the County being in concert with the City.  

The Mayor then stated the question was “Shall Ordinance No. 4342 be passed and adopted? 
Upon roll call vote the following Councilmen voted YEA:   Harrington, Peterson, Odom,
Niemeyer, Glen, Krings, Goebel.  NAY:   None.  ABSENT:   Oatman.  The passage and
adoption of said ordinance having been concurred in by a majority of all members of the
Council, the Mayor declared the ordinance adopted and the Mayor signed and approved the
ordinance and the City Clerk attested the passage approval of the same and affixed her signature
thereto.  Effective
date of the ordinance is March 27, 2013.

At this time a public hearing was held regarding the City of Hastings Downtown Strategic Plan.

Randy Chick, Director of the Business Improvement District, appeared to speak on behalf of the
Downtown Strategic Plan.  Mr. Chick stated last summer we successfully applied for a
Community Development Block Grant for the first phase of a Downtown Revitalization Grant
Program put on by the Department of Economic Development.  Phase I is the planning stage
which we have been involved with for about the past four or five months.  The Phase II
application is due March 29th so we are on kind of a fast track, but we are already working on an
application for the Phase II implementation portion of the grant which is a $350,000 grant from
the Department of Economic Development.  In November we held four public meetings inviting
people from the community, downtown property owners, residents, business owners and others
committees that are involved with the City; there were about 82 people that showed up for those
four meetings so we had some great public input.  We have a Strategic Planning Committee (Bob
Murphy, Kaleena Fong, Jamie Hamburger, Jessie Hoeft and Dave Rippe) that we have been
working with and they have worked tirelessly over the last several months helping us put
together this plan and we would appreciate the Council’s support of this. 
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Jay Palu of Alley Poyner Macchietto Architecture and Keith Marvin of Marvin Planning
Consultants gave a presentation on the Strategic Downtown Plan.  (Presentation attached to and
made a part of these minutes).

No one appeared to speak in opposition.

The City Clerk advised that her office had received no written objections.

There being no other persons wishing to speak, the Mayor declared the hearing closed.

Moved by Goebel, seconded by Niemeyer that the Mayor and Council approve the City of
Hastings Downtown Strategic Plan as prepared by Alley-Poyner Macchietto.  Roll Call:   Ayes:
Harrington, Peterson, Odom, Niemeyer, Glen, Krings, Goebel.  Nays:   None.  Absent:   Oatman.
The motion carried.

Moved by Harrington, seconded by Glen that the City Council authorize the continuation of 
Cable TV Franchise Fees such that 5% of gross receipts are paid to the City and of that amount,
1% is paid to Hastings Public Access Corporation.  Roll Call:   Ayes:   Harrington, Peterson,
Odom, Niemeyer, Glen, Krings, Goebel.  Nays:   None.  Absent:   Oatman.  The motion carried.

Moved by Krings, seconded by Odom that the Mayor and Council approve the Hastings Police
Amended and Restated Money Purchase Pension Plan based upon all amendments through the
date of certification which shall be effective on April 7, 2012 for amendments made by LB916
and on April 17, 2012 for amendments made by LB1082.  Roll Call:   Ayes:   Harrington,
Peterson, Odom, Niemeyer, Glen, Krings, Goebel.  Nays:   None.  Absent:   Oatman.  The
motion carried.

Moved by Glen, seconded by Odom that the Mayor and Council approve the Hastings
Firefighters Amended and Restated Money Purchase Pension Plan based upon all amendments
through the date of certification which shall be effective on April 7, 2012 for amendments made
by LB916 and on April 17, 2012 for amendments made by LB1082.  Roll Call:   Ayes:  
Harrington, Peterson, Odom, Niemeyer, Glen, Krings, Goebel.  Nays:   None.  Absent:   Oatman.
The motion carried.

Moved by Niemeyer, seconded by Krings that the Mayor and Council approve application of JR
Grounds for a Preliminary/Final Plat of Ground Subdivision.  Roll Call:   Ayes:   Harrington,
Peterson, Odom, Niemeyer, Glen, Krings, Goebel.  Nays:   None.  Absent:   Oatman.  The
motion carried.

Moved by Goebel, seconded by Niemeyer that the Mayor be authorized to execute Buffer Zone 
Protection Program Grant in the amount of $281,375.

Councilman Krings asked Fire Captain Darin Clark to give some background on this.
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Captain Clark stated the Buffer Zone Protection Plan started in 2010 with the Department of
Homeland Security.  They identified places throughout the State that they believed were crucial 
infrastructure to the State.  Equalizer Midwest was one of those particular sites, there were three
in the State of Nebraska and the other two were near Alliance, Nebraska and Valley, Nebraska.   
Equalizer Midwest was given $400,000 and between The Adams County Sheriff’s Department
and the Hastings Fire Department, we will share those funds to purchase equipment to allow us
to respond to an accident or an incident.  Captain Clark stated some of the items we are looking
at purchasing are some more self contained breathing apparatus, level “A” suit (hazmat suit),
radios, cascade system for one of the trailers and thermal imaging cameras.  Captain Clark stated
this is a 100% grant, there are no matching funds involved and will be administered through the
State Patrol.

Vote on the motion.  Roll Call:   Ayes:   Harrington, Peterson, Odom, Niemeyer, Glen, Krings,
Goebel.  Nays:   None.  Absent:   Oatman.  The motion carried.

Moved by Odom, seconded by Krings that the contract for The Lark Building Renovation
Project be awarded to Carmichael Construction LLC of Hastings, Nebraska in the amount of
$607,100 
(Base Bid-$549,800, Alternate #1-$33,800, Alternate #2-$15,700.00 and Alternate #3-$7800).

Robin Harrell, Director of The Lark, stated this is the first phase of the project which is the
construction of the performance space.  The architects, JEO Consultants, have put together the
drawings.  We have gone through the process because we need to comply with all the federal
guidelines for bidding process.  We have done the bidding process and the bidding was closed on
March 12th and two bids were received; we are asking for the Council’s approval in accepting the
bid of Carmichael Construction which was the lowest bid.

Vote on the motion.  Roll Call:   Ayes:   Harrington, Peterson, Odom, Niemeyer, Glen, Krings,
Goebel.  Nays:   None.  Absent:   Oatman.  The motion carried.

ORDINANCE NO. 4337

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF HASTINGS, NEBRASKA, TO EXTEND
THE BOUNDARIES AND INCLUDE WITHIN THE CORPORATE LIMITS OF
AND ANNEX TO THE CITY OF HASTINGS, NEBRASKA, CERTAIN CON-
TIGUOUS AND ADJACENT LANDS OUTSIDE OF THE CITY OF HASTINGS,
ADAMS COUNTY, NEBRASKA; AND TO PROVIDE FOR SERVICE BENE-
FITS THERETO (Annexing the 4th 20% of Central Logistics, Inc. into the limits
of the City)

Said Ordinance was read by title and thereafter Councilman Niemeyer moved for passage of the
ordinance on 2nd reading only, which motion was seconded by Councilman Krings.

The Mayor then stated the question was “Shall Ordinance No. 4337 be passed on 2nd reading
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only?”  Upon roll call vote the following Councilmen voted YEA:   Harrington, Peterson, Odom,
Niemeyer, Glen, Krings, Goebel.  NAY:   None.  ABSENT:   Oatman.  Ordinance No. 4337
passes on 2nd reading only.

ORDINANCE NO. 4338

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF HASTINGS, NEBRASKA, TO EXTEND
THE BOUNDARIES AND INCLUDE WITHIN THE CORPORATE LIMITS OF
AND ANNEX TO THE CITY OF HASTINGS, NEBRASKA, CERTAIN CON-
TIGUOUS AND ADJACENT LANDS OUTSIDE OF THE CITY OF HASTINGS,
ADAMS COUNTY, NEBRASKA; AND TO PROVIDE FOR SERVICE BENE-
FITS THERETO (Annexing the 2nd 20% of Centennial Plastics into the limits of
the City).

Said Ordinance was read by title and thereafter Councilman Harrington moved for passage of the
ordinance on 2nd reading only, which motion was seconded by Councilman Niemeyer.

The Mayor then stated the question was “Shall Ordinance No. 4338 be passed on 2nd reading
only?”  Upon roll call vote the following Councilmen voted YEA:   Harrington, Peterson, Odom,
Niemeyer, Glen, Krings, Goebel.  NAY:   None.  ABSENT:   Oatman.  Ordinance No. 4338
passes on first reading only.

The Mayor excused himself from the discussion and action on Ordinance No. 4339 because of a
conflict of interest he has with PMP LLC.  Council President Glen chaired the meeting at this
time.

ORDINANCE NO. 4339

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF HASTINGS, NEBRASKA, TO EXTEND
THE BOUNDARIES AND INCLUDE WITHIN THE CORPORATE LIMITS OF
AND ANNEX TO THE CITY OF HASTINGS, NEBRASKA, CERTAIN CON-
TIGUOUS AND ADJACENT LANDS OUTSIDE OF THE CITY OF HASTINGS,
ADAMS COUNTY, NEBRASKA, AND TO PROVIDE FOR SERVICE BENE-
FITS THERETO (Annexing the 1st 20% of PMP LLC into the limits of the City)

Said Ordinance was read by title and thereafter Councilman Niemeyer moved for passage of the
ordinance on 2nd reading only, which motion was seconded by Councilman Krings.

The Mayor then stated the question was “Shall Ordinance No. 4339 be passed on 2nd reading
only?”  Upon roll call vote the following Councilmen voted YEA:   Harrington, Peterson, Odom,
Niemeyer, Glen, Krings, Goebel.  Nays:   None.  ABSENT:   Oatman.  Ordinance No. 4399
passes on 2nd reading only.  

Mayor Powers resumed chairing the meeting at this time.
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RESOLUTION NO. 2013-11

RESOLUTION ADOPTING AND APPROVING THE EXECUTION OF AN
AGREEMENT TO WAIVE RECEIPT OF THE NON-PRIMARY ENTITLE-
MENT FUNDS APPORTIONED TO THE HASTINGS MUNICIPAL AIR-
PORT IN FISCAL YEAR(S) 2010, AND TRANSFERRING THESE FUNDS
TO ANOTHER NEBRASKA AIRPORT

Be it resolved by the Mayor and members of the City Council of Hastings, Nebraska,
that:

1. The City shall enter into an Agreement with the Federal Aviation Administration
waiving the airport’s right to the specified non-primary entitlement funds and
transferring those funds to the Nebraska Department of Aeronautics.

2. The Mayor is hereby authorized and directed to execute said Agreement on behalf
of the city.

3. The Agreement referred to hereinabove is attached hereto as Exhibit “O” and
made a part of reference.

Moved by Niemeyer, seconded by Goebel that Resolution No. 2013-11 be passed and approved.

The City Administrator stated these funds are federal funds that come to our airport and we can
bank them until we reach a certain threshold.  We get approximately $150,000 a year that we can
bank for a large project down the road.  We have reached that ceiling on how much we can bank
and we have to forfeit approximately $6,000.  If we don’t do this, it goes back to the federal
government, but if we do this, it stays in Nebraska and will be reallocated to another airport.  We
have been the recipient of these funds in the past from other airports; it is a way of working with 
the State to make sure the dollars don’t leave the State.

The Mayor questioned if we choose which airport receives these funds.

The City Administrator stated no, it goes back to the State Department of Aeronautics and they
decide which airport will receive it, it is actually based on need.

Councilman Goebel questioned it may seem silly to give away approximately $6,000 and why
didn’t we use it for something at our airport.  Councilman Goebel stated the way he understands
it is that it can’t be used for maintenance or daily operations, it has to be used for capital
improvements.

The City Administrator stated that that is correct.

Vote on the motion.  Roll Call:   Ayes:   Harrington, Peterson, Odom, Niemeyer, Glen, Krings,
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                                                                                                                                           3-11-2013 
    

Goebel.  Nays:   None.  Absent:   Oatman.  The motion carried.

Moved by Niemeyer, seconded by Glen there being no other business to come before the
Council, the meeting adjourn at 8:00 P.M.  Roll Call:   Ayes:   Harrington, Peterson, Odom,
Niemeyer, Glen, Krings, Goebel.  Nays:   None.  Absent:   Oatman.  The motion carried.

Approved:

________________________________
                   Mayor

ATTEST:

_______________________________
                 City Clerk

( S E AL ) 

10


