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COUNCIL CHAMBERS, MONDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2014 AT 7:00 P.M.

The meeting was called to order in regular session by Mayor Powers with the following
members present:   Harrington, Peterson, Odom, Niemeyer, Krings, Skutnik, Goebel.  Absent:  
Hoops.  

Moved by Niemeyer, seconded by Skutnik that the Open Meetings Act is posted on the southeast
wall of the City Council Chambers and that prior to this meeting a notice was placed in the
Hastings Tribune on February 7, 2014, that notice was posted in three public places, that each
Councilmember and Mayor received a copy of the proposed agenda and that an agenda for such
meeting, kept continuously current, is available for public inspection and that said meeting is
held in open session.  Roll Call:   Ayes:   Harrington, Peterson, Odom, Niemeyer, Krings,
Skutnik, Goebel.  Nays:   None.  Absent:   Hoops.  The motion carried.

REPORTS OF LIAISONS:   Councilman Goebel reported on the January 30th Board of Public
Works Meeting.  The cold weather, nationwide, has really made a lot volatility in the natural gas
market.  From the Board Chairman’s report, the revenues from electric sales all goes back into
the Electric Account and it comes back to the ratepayers, it isn’t that Hastings Utilities is piling
up a stack of money because they are able to sell electric power.  Kaleena Fong and Dave Rippe
were at the Board Meeting and discussed the HEDC Branding for the City of Hastings.  They
reported in reference to a committee that has been formed to guide the expenditure of the funds
that has been allocated by Hastings Utilities for the plan, it was a good report and justified the
existence of this plan.  The Notice of Construction of Utility Improvements was mentioned at the
last meeting which is basically a form and a process that identifies where utility improvements
have been made, but have not been assessed to the lot and connection has not been made.  At a
later point in time when the lot is developed and connection is made to the utility, there is an out
of district fee that is charged.  This notice being filed will inform someone buying that piece of
property that there would be a Hastings Utility charge for the connection.  The first Notice of this
kind was filed on the sewer line that is being put in on the 42nd Street project.  The next regular
meeting will be February 13th at 9:00 A.M. in the Hastings Utilities Board Room.

Councilmember Skutnik commended the Street Department and Engineering Department for the
good snow removal last week.

CITIZEN COMMUNICATIONS:   None.

MAYOR’S COMMUNICATIONS:   The Mayor reminded everyone that because the Nebraska
League of Municipalities meeting will be held on February 24th and 25th, the next Council
Meeting has been moved to Tuesday evening, February 25th.

The Mayor read a proclamation proclaiming February, 2014 as Pythian Founders Month.
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Moved by Niemeyer, seconded by Harrington that the following items on the Consent Agenda be
approved:

1(a) Minutes of the Council Meeting of January 27, 2014.

1(b) Minutes of the Worksession of January 21, 2014.

2(a) Application of Richard L. Kohmetscher for a Special Designated License at the City
Auditorium on March 15, 2014.

2(b) Application of Midtowne Mart LLC for a Special Designated License at the Adams
County Fairgrounds on May 31, 2014.

2(c) Application of Midtowne Mart LLC for a Special Designated License at the Adams
County Fairgrounds on April 6, 2014.

2(d) Application of Murphy’s Wagon Wheel, Inc. for a Special Designated License at the
City Auditorium on April 25, 2014.

2(e) Application of Murphy’s Wagon Wheel, Inc. for a Special Designated License at the
City Auditorium on March 29, 2014.

2(f) Application of Murphy’s Wagon Wheel, Inc. for a Special Designated License at The 
Lark on March 15, 2014.

2(g) Application of Murphy’s Wagon Wheel, Inc. for a Special Designated License at The
Lark on March 6, 2014.

4(a) Payroll for the period ending February 15, 2014, paid February 21, 2014.

4(b) Authorizing the City Clerk to issue checks against the various funds for payment of
claims.   (Claims attached to and made a part of these minutes).

4(c) Authorizing the City Clerk to issue checks against the various funds for payment of pre-
paid claims.   (Pre-paid claims included in list of claims attached).

5(a) Department Monthly Reports received and placed on file.

6(a) Renewal of 2014-2015 Liquor License Applications for the following:   Class “A” On
Sale Beer - Dunning Investments, Inc.; Class “B” Off Sale Beer - Casey’s Retail Company (3),
Pester Marketing Company, Terick LLC, Thomsen Oil Co.; Class “D” Package Liquor - AWC
LLC, Bosselman Pump & Pantry, Inc. (2), Cooperative Producers, Inc. (2), GNS Corporation
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(2), Hoff Brothers, Inc. (4), Kmart Corporation, L.C.S., Inc., Nash-Finch Company, WalMart
Stores, Inc., Walgreens Company; Class “I” Liquor, Wine, Beer - AFJ, Inc., Central
Community College Area, RMH Franchise Corporation, GDL, Inc., Golden Coast, Inc., Hastings
Hospitality, Inc., Napoli LLC, Rafael Ayala; Class “K” Catering - Central Community College
Area.

Councilman Goebel stated on the Consent Agenda Item 6, Miscellaneous, there is a list of liquor
license application renewals and questioned what are we saying when we approve this on the
Consent Agenda.

The City Clerk stated these are automatic renewals for all liquor licenses other than Class “C”. 

Roll Call:   Ayes:   Harrington, Peterson, Odom, Niemeyer, Krings, Skutnik, Goebel.  Nays:  
None.  Absent:   Hoops.  The motion carried.

At this time a public hearing was held on the application of Murphy’s Wagon Wheel, Inc., dba
“Murphy’s Lark” for a Class “C” Liquor License to be located at 809 West 2nd Street.

No one appeared to speak in favor.

No one appeared to speak in opposition.

The City Clerk advised that her office had received no written objections.

The Mayor declared the hearing closed.

RESOLUTION NO. 2014-5

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HASTINGS,
NEBRASKA, that after hearing had as required by law, consideration of the facts of this
application, the Nebraska Liquor Control Act, and the pertinent city ordinances of the City of
Hastings, Nebraska:

The Hastings City Council hereby recommends that the application of MURPHY’S 
WAGON WHEEL, INC. dba “Murphy’s Lark” for a Class “C” Liquor License for the license 
period ending October 31, 2014, at 809 West 2nd Street, Hastings, Nebraska, be approved.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Clerk is directed to transmit a coy of this
Resolution to the Nebraska Liquor Control Commission.

Moved by Odom, seconded by Niemeyer that Resolution No. 2014-5 be passed and approved.
Roll Call:   Ayes:   Harrington, Peterson, Odom, Niemeyer, Krings, Skutnik, Goebel.  Nays:  
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None.  Absent:   Skutnik.  The motion carried.

Moved by Skutnik, seconded by Krings that the Mayor and Council approve the Manager
Application of Jamison R. P. Murphy in connection with the Class “C” Liquor License of
Murphy’s Wagon Wheel, Inc. dba “Murphy’s Lark” to be located at 809 West 2nd Street.  Roll
Call:   Ayes:   Harrington, Peterson, Odom, Niemeyer, Krings, Skutnik, Goebel.  Nays:   None. 
The motion carried.

Moved by Niemeyer, seconded by Skutnik that the Mayor be authorized to execute
Telecommunications Line Right-Of-Way License Agreement with Great Plains
Communications, Inc.  Roll Call:   Ayes:   Harrington, Peterson, Odom, Niemeyer, Krings,
Skutnik, Goebel.  Nays:   None.  Absent:   Hoops.  The motion carried.

Moved by Goebel, seconded by Skutnik that the Mayor and Council approve the six month cable
contract extension with Charter Communications to July 31, 2014 and that the Mayor be
authorized to execute the cable contract extension.

Joe Patterson, City Administrator, stated we received a standard cable contract from Charter
Communications and we indicated to them that we wanted them to come to town and sit down
and discuss the issues we have with city facilities and some of the wants and needs that we have
from the city government perspective.  In order for them to do that and get the time needed to do
an ample job of negotiations, we agreed that we would do a six month extension, if the Council
approves it, of the current contract.  This extension would leave all the current provisions in
place and then we would come back to Council in the summer, hopefully, with a
recommendation of a new contract.

Vote on the motion.  Roll Call:   Ayes:   Harrington, Peterson, Odom, Niemeyer, Krings,
Skutnik, Goebel.  Nays:   None.  Absent:   Hoops.  The motion carried.

Moved by Harrington, seconded by Niemeyer that the Mayor and Council go into Executive
Session to discuss real estate negotiations at 7:20 P.M.  Roll Call:   Ayes:   Harrington, Peterson,
Odom, Niemeyer, Krings, Skutnik, Goebel.  Nays:   None.  Absent:   Hoops.  The motion
carried.

Moved by Niemeyer, seconded by Skutnik that the Mayor and Council go out of Executive
Session into Regular Session at 7:30 P.M.  Roll Call:   Ayes:   Harrington, Peterson, Odom,
Niemeyer, Krings, Skutnik, Goebel.  Nays:   None.  Absent:   Hoops.  The motion carried.

Moved by Krings, seconded by Niemeyer there being no further business to come before the
Council, the meeting adjourn at 7:30 P.M.  Roll Call:   Ayes:   Harrington, Peterson, Odom,
Niemeyer, Krings, Skutnik, Goebel.  Nays:   None.  Absent:   Hoops.  The motion carried.

4



                                                                                                                                           2-10-2014

APPROVED:

________________________________
                        Mayor

ATTEST:

_______________________________
                   City Clerk

( S E A L ) 
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