
CHAPTER 16
 

RAILROADS. 

Reference:  Neb. Rev. Stat. Section 16-212.  Neb. Rev. Stat. Section 75-410 et seq. 

16-101. Obstructing streets.
16-102. Duty to keep crossings, viaducts, etc., safe.
16-103. Order to repair or replace crossing.
16-104. Street lights at crossings.
16-105. Automatic lights, signals, etc., to be installed at designated crossings; flagmen; gates.
16-106. Watchmen at crossings.
16-107. Bells and whistles on locomotives.
16-108. Draining right-of-way --Required.
16-109. Same --Failure to drain. 

16-101.  Obstructing streets. 

It is hereby declared unlawful for any railroad company operating a railroad into or through the City to
obstruct any of the public streets within the City by leaving trains or cars standing thereon so as to prevent
the public from crossing the railroad track, for a longer period at one time than five minutes, except in cases
of inevitable accident.
(Code 1973, 30-1) 

Reference:  For state law exempting trainmen from liability under ordinances similar to this section,
see Neb. Rev. Stat. 1943, Secton 75-594. 

16-102.  Duty to keep crossings, viaducts, etc., safe. 

Unless otherwise provided by contract made between the railroad and City, it shall be the duty of all
railroad companies owning, operating and maintaining a railroad passing through the City to place, keep or
maintain crossings, and all places within their right-of-way where the public streets or alleys of the City
intersect and cross any of the railroad tracks, in a suitable and safe condition for public travel over and across
the same.  The term "crossing," as used in this Chapter, shall include viaducts and roadways under or over
the tracks of any railroad.  
(Code 1973, 30-2) 

16-103.  Order to repair or replace crossing. 

If any railroad crossing shall be at any time in bad condition or unsafe or inconvenient for public travel,
the Mayor and Council, upon recommendation of the Street Commissioner, may, by ordinance, resolution
or motion call upon the proper railroad company to repair or replace the crossing and render the same safe
and convenient for public travel.  Unless otherwise ordered by the Council, all railroad crossing replacements
shall be made with steel rails or steel plates.  A copy of every such ordinance, resolution or motion shall be
served upon the local agent of the railroad company whose duty it is to maintain such crossing; and for a
failure or refusal to comply with such resolution within thirty days after the service thereof, as aforesaid,
such railroad company shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor.
(Code 1973, 30-3) 

Reference:  See Neb. Rev. Stat. 1943, Section 75-410 et.seq.

16-104.  Street lights at crossings. 

At all points within the City where any railroad or railway track shall intersect any platted street, there shall
be installed and maintained, when ordered by the motion or resolution of the Mayor and Council, wholly at
the expense of the railroad company maintaining the intersecting railroad, an electric light of at least such
power and strength as is commonly used by the City for its street lighting, which electric light shall be kept
lighted at all times between one hour after sunset in the evening and one hour before sunrise in the morning
following.
(Code 1973, 30-4) 

16-105.  Automatic lights, signals, etc., to be installed at designated crossings; flagmen;
gates. 

When ordered by the Mayor and Council, approved automatic lights or signals shall be installed at
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designated crossings.  The wig-wag lights and bells shall be kept in good working order at all hours of the
day or night so that all persons approaching the crossings will be warned of the danger of approaching
trains, engines or cars on the tracks of the company.  The Mayor and Council may also order railroad
companies to keep flagmen or maintain gates at designated crossings.
(Code 1973, 30-5) 

16-106.  Watchmen at crossings. 

Each watchman stationed at a railway crossing within the City shall be vested with authority to regulate
and control traffic of vehicles at such railroad crossing where he is so stationed.  It shall be his duty to direct
the movement of traffic at such railway crossing in such a manner as will facilitate the movement of traffic,
prevent congestion and accidents, and to stop all movement of vehicles at the railway crossing when any
engine, car or conveyance of the railway company approaches the railway crossing upon the tracks, by
holding a stop signal in his hand extended straight out from his shoulder while facing the street.  It shall be
unlawful for any person to violate any order or signal of any watchman.
(Code 1973, 30-6) 

16-107.  Bells and whistles on locomotives. 

There shall be a bell or gong and whistle attached to every locomotive, engine or motor.  The bell or gong
shall be rung continuously by the engineer or fireman in charge of the locomotive, engine or motor while
passing over any street crossing within the City.  The whistle shall be blown by the engineer or fireman in
charge of such locomotive, engine or motor before crossing any street within the City.
(Code 1973, 30-7) 

16-108.  Draining right-of-way -- Required. 

It shall be the duty of any railroad company owning, maintaining or operating a railroad within or through
the City to construct and keep in repair ditches, drains and culverts along, under and adjacent to its railroad
tracks at all places within the City and on its own right-of-way, where the same may be necessary for the
escape of water and the proper draining of the territory on either side of the railroads. 
(Code 1973, 30-8) 

16-109.  Same -- Failure to drain. 

When any such drains, ditches or culverts may be necessary for the escape of water and the proper
drainage of the territory on either side of such railroad track, the Mayor and Council, upon recommendation
of the Street Commissioner, may, by ordinance, resolution or motion, call upon the proper railroad company
to construct or repair the drain, ditch or culvert and to place the same in a proper condition for the escape
of water for the proper drainage of the territory on either side of the railroads.  A copy of every such
ordinance, resolution or motion shall be served upon the local agent of the railroad company whose duty
it is to construct or keep in repair any such drain, ditch or culvert; and for a failure or refusal to comply with
any such ordinance, resolution or motion within fourteen days after the service thereof as aforesaid, such
railroad company, its local agent, section foreman or the employee in charge of the maintenance and way
through the City, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor.
(Code 1973, 30-9) 


